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This spring, the District hired a seasonal employee to help maintain 
our community garden space located at LaBonté Park.  Meet Arley!! 
 

Arley’s main roles include much of the overall maintenance and upkeep of the public 
garden spaces.  Mulching, weeding and watering are important daily needs of the 
garden, but Arley provides so much more than just that! He is a knowledgeable and 
friendly face for our public partons visiting the garden.  If you see Arley around, be 
sure to thank him for all of his hard work this season! 
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Contact LRCD’s Rangeland & Watershed Resource Specialist for more information! 

The District wants to encourage landowners to better understand the quality of their 
natural resources through lab analyses. One way the District encourages landowners 
towards being more informed is by reimbursing 50% of the lab testing costs, up to $250. 
Our natural resources often change over time, and it's always smart to know exactly 
what nutrients or contaminants you might have in your water, soil, or forage whether 
it’s for our own gardens, stock water, or hay for your livestock. 

Since it’s hay season and many of us are either busy finishing up baling or stocking up for 
the upcoming winter, I thought I’d briefly outline some key items from a hay sample 
analysis we should keep in mind. Check out the next page for my breakdown! 

Did you know LRCD offers 
cost sharing on various 
analysis testing for rural 
well water, forage,                   
and soil sampling? 

High Country Conservation     September  2024 Pg. 4 

Holly Dyer 
Email: holly.dyer@lrcd.net 

Direct: 307-223-3270 
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Laramie Rivers is excited to partner with the City of Laramie to address the needed repairs to the Dowlin 
Ditch diversion.  In the early 1900’s, the construction of the Dowlin Ditch diversion was to serve 
approximately 2,500 acres of flood irrigated pastureland with territorial water rights from the Big Laramie 
River.  The City of Laramie purchased the Monolith Ranch in 1981 with the intent to transfer these water 
rights for Agriculture Use to Municipal Use in the future as needed.  Even in the late 1970’s the City of 
Laramie understood how critical access to water was within the Laramie basin.  Last fall the City of 
Laramie was able to purchase the neighboring property that also had early water rights from the Big 
Laramie River that was access via the Dowlin Ditch diversion.  This purchase made the City of Laramie 
the majority user of the Dowlin Ditch diversion.  Over the years minor repairs have occurred on this full 
stream diversion, does not allow fish passage.  As part of the rehabilitation items to address are making 
diversion fish friendly, easier, and safer maintenance and operation and address any streambank erosion. 

The current diversion is a complete fish barrier all year round.  This does not allow for fish and other 
aquatic species to migrate up or down stream.  The inability to move aquatic species throughout the 
riverine system can influence the genetic diversity and habitat connectivity within the river.  The new 
structure on the river, to divert the water into the Dowlin Ditch, will include a fish ladder to aid in the year-
round fish movement around the diversion. 

The new diversion will be constructed, to improve safety and operation ease, to include an Obermeyer 
Gate that is pneumatically operated.  During operation, air bladders that operate and support the 
Obermeyer Gates are inflated to raise the gates into place.  The operation of these air bladders will occur 
from the safety of the riverbank.  In the past, the operation of the diversion involved a bridge over the river 
that was accessed to manually operate a slide gate to divert the water into the ditch, during high flows this 
was a very unsafe task staff managing the water.  When not in use these gates will lay flat in the river 
allowing for large debris to flow downstream. 

At this time, I would also like to mention the other partners on this project include the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Wyoming Game and Fish, Ducks Unlimited, Wyoming Water Development 
Commission and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  These large diversions rehabilitations would not be 
possible without a wonderful team of partners to assist with fundraising and sponsorship. 

 Courtesy of Martin Curry 
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LRCD’s Mission: To provide leadership for the 
conservation of Albany County’s soil and water and to 
promote the sustained use of Wyoming’s water and all 

other natural resources. To preserve and enhance wildlife 
habitat, protect the tax base and to promote the health, 

safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Albany 
County through a responsible conservation ethic. 

LRCD Board of Supervisors 

Mandy Marney, Board Chair 
Ruth Shepherd, Vice-Chair 

Carol Price, Secretary/Treasurer 
Larry Munn, Supervisor 
Zach Iddings, Supervisor 

Check out our Facebook 
page for the latest district 
information and updates! 

PREFER AN         
ELECTRONIC VERSION?  
EMAIL INFO@LRCD.NET   
TO BE ADDED TO OUR 

EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST! 

 Sept. 2 Labor Day Holiday  –  Office Closed 

 Sept. 6 Area II Annual Meeting |  Lusk, WY 

 Sept. 25 LRCD Monthly Meeting 

 Oct. 23 LRCD Monthly Meeting 

 Nov. 7 Albany County Stockgrowers Annual Mtg 

 Nov. 13 LRCD Monthly Meeting 

 Nov 19-22 Annual Convention |  Jackson Hole, WY 

 Nov. 28 & 29 Thanksgiving Holiday  –  Office Closed 

 ~ Upcoming & Local ~
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